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National Commission for Scheduled Tribes

R E ik

No. NCSTIATY-T04/MP/14/2022-APCR

Minutes of the Sitting held under the Chairmanship of 3hri Ananta Nayak, Hon'ble
Member, NCST, in the case of Shri Padam Singh Bhabhar, rlc Rasukundiya Village,
Mhow Tehsil, Indore district, Madhya Pradesh

Date of the Sitting: 02.12.2022

Participants in the Sitting: As per Annexure

Shri, Padam Singh Bhabhar had filed a Complaint on 11/10/2022 to NCST, New Delhi
stating that on 01/07/2022 his wife Smi. Ramkanya was burning dried leaves in their
agricultural land due to which a dried tree located in their land caught fire. On the same day,
Shri. Ravikant Jain, Choral Forest Ranger & other authorities of the Cheoral Forest Range had
come to the incident spot. Without making any kind of enquiry directly started using abusive
words against Shri. Padam Singh Bhabhar's family & the Bhil community, also have put false
allegations that he had encroached the forest land and subsequantly, the authorities forcafully
took him to the Choral Range Office. At the authorities beat him up with sticks, causing an
injury near the left eye and on the right hand. Later, they took him to the Primary Healthcare
Care Center, Simrol in the prefext of getting medical aid. However, they have sent him back
without any treatment. After facing such harassment, Shri. Padam Singh Bhabhar filed a
complaint at the Simrol Police Station against Shri. Ravikant Jain and other authorities. Police
authorities, till date have nof taken any action against the authorities apart from registernng
FIR. Hence, the Complainant has filed this Complaint before the NCST.

The Commission issued nofice to the Principal Secretary, Forest Department, Gowt of
Madhya Pradesh, District Collector & Commissioner of Police, Indore District, Divisional
Forest Officer, Indore District on 18.10.2022 and sought a reply within 03 days of the receipt

of the notice.

Pursuant to the notice Shri Rakesh Gupta, Inspector General of Police, Indore Rural
Zone via letter dated 21/1V2022 sent a reply stating that the Superintendent of Police (Rural),
Indore District investigated the matter and submitted a report that FIR has been filed on
01/07/2022 against the Charol Range authorities in Simrol Police Station under IPC and 5C
& ST afrocity act also proper treatment was given to Shri. Padam Singh Bhabhar injuries.
Further submits that the Complaint has been regisiered by Ranger, Choral range against
Shri. Padam Singh Bhabhar on 01/07/2022 to IGP, Indore Rural Zone stiating thet the
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# Complainant had encroached the forest land and ploughed the land using his tractor, on
llegal encroachment the authorities have followed their duty by investigating the matter, they
have neither assaulted not hit the Complainant, he has not any damages during the
investigation, to escape from the incident Complainant has filed false compliant against choral
range authorities so the FIR against the authorities should be scraped and alzo the proper
action should be taken against the Com plainant.

In this matter, as per direction of Hon'ble Member, Summons was issued to The
Commission issued summons to Principal Secretary, Forest Deparment, Govt of Madhya
Pradesh, District Collector & Commissioner, Indore District superintendent of Police (Rural
Range), Indore and Divisional Forest Officer. Indore District on 18.11.2022 to appear befare
the commission on 02,12 2022

Shri Manish Singh, District Collector Indore via letter dated 04.11.2022 sent a reply
stating that the Sub-divisional officer. Mhow Teshil investigated the matter and submitted that
the wife of Complainant Smt. Ramkanya was burning dried leaves in their agricultural land
due to which a dried tree located in their land caught fire. On the same day, Shri. Ravikant
Jain, Choral Forest Ranger & other authorities of the Choral Forest Range had come to the
incident spot. Without making any kind of enguiry, they directly started using abusive words
against Shrl. Padam Singh Bhabhar's family & the Bhil community, also alleged that the
Complainant had encroached the Forest land and withaut any written orders on the arrest of
the Complainant they directly arrested and put complainant inside the cell. The FIR has been
filed against the Ranger and other Beat Guards under |PC and SC & 3T Afrocity act, It is
Confirmed through the witness that the Tractor of the Complainant and the Shri Ramesh
Bharood fractor was seized also no written order was given on the seizure, it was found that
the forest department had loaded the wood on the tractor and clicked the photo of the same,
but the investigation is under process & no supporting evidence has got till date.

In the sitting, Secretary, Forest Department, Gowt of Madhya Pradesh stated that the
Complainant had encroached the forest land and ploughed the land using his tractor also
there are many previous complaints on both the complainant and his son, so on illegal
encroachment the authorities have followed their duty by investigating the matter, they have
neither assaulted nor hit the Complainant, he has not got any injuries, The residents of
Raskundiya village have given testimony against the Complainant that he had encroached
the land also the Mhow range is forest area there is regular encroachment by the villagers so
to stop the lllegal encroachment the authorities have taken necassary steps on this fact the
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* g authorities have not done anything outside the law, to escape from the incident Complainant

has filed false compliant against choral range authorities.

The Petitioner submitted that his wife was burning dried leaves in their agricultural land
due to which a dried tree located in their land caught fire to inquire about the incident. the
authorities had come to the spot even before making any inquiry, authorities started using
abusive language against the family & the Bhil community, also put false allagations that he
encroached the forest land. Thereafter, forcefully took to Range Office then locked up in cell
also beat up with sticks which caused serious injuries near the left eye and on the right-hand
wrist. After inflicting such injuries forest officials took him to Primary Healthcare Centre,
Simrol, Instead of getting the injuries, authorities coerced him to sign on a few papers without
giving any information later left him at the Primary Healthcare Centre, then with his son took
him to Simrol Police Station to lodge complainant but the Stafion Officer suggested to take
him to the hospital first for treatment so they went to nearby govt hospital, the Doctor on
seeing the conditions did first-aid and recommend to get X-ray & further treatment in M.Y
Indore Hospital. After getting treatment went back to Folice Station to lodge a complaint. The
police filed FIR, on the next day Complainant & his son went to M.Y Hospital, Indore for a
follow-up check-up. Doctor examined the injuries and said that the no injury on the wrist,
However, after the check-up the injuries was in same condition and there was not recovery.
So they went to a private hospital and got the treatiment which costed around fifteen thousand,
that after few hours of the incident again Forest autharties went back to the village and saized
his tractor along with his neighbour newly purchased Tractor, where it was parked near the
house. Later tried to explain that they had neither encroached nor ploughed the forest land
and that the allegations made by the authorities was not true. They further made several
requests, but till date the authorities have not resolved the issue. Instead, the Ranger said
that the seized tractor will be released only would take back the complaint registered.

The Commission has pointed that through the commission field visit dated 12.10.2022
it iz found that the on considering the Submissions of the Complainant, Other residents and
on verifying the records submitted, the Complainant has not encroached any land of the
forest. The investigation team verified the documents and the boundaries through visiting the
spot also the Complainant had showed the photos of the injuries Complainant suffered due
to the beatings of the forest authorities. The photos are attached to Commission investigation
repart(Copy of the detailed Commission investigation report with the recommendation has
been attached as annexure) : H‘T"
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After the discussion, the Commission recommends the following:

. Through Secretary, Forest Department, Govt of Madhya Pradesh the higher authority
team shall be constituted to re-investigate the matter and to submit interim report within
15days and complete report within 30 days.

. Superintendent of police, rural Zone Indere shall to enquire on the inaction against the

authorities responsible and also ensure that appropriate legal action taken against them

at the earliest and send report within 15 days.

. District Collector fo ensure that the Complaint shall be compensatad for the Hospital

expenses to the injuries inflictad by the authorities

. District Forest Officer shall ensure that the Tractor of the Shri, Padam Singh Bhabor

(Complainant} and the Shri Ramesh Bharood tractor to be released at the earliest,

- District Administration fo co-ordinate among themselves and ensure propar

compensation for the loss of income and livelihood caused to the Complainant also

ansure that the appropriate action taken against the Ranger & Beat guards.

If the Report is not Found to be satisfactory, a team from the NCST will make a field visit.
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File No - NCST/ATY-TO4/MPA42022-APCR
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NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR SCHEDULED TRIBES

{6th Floor, B-Wing, Loknayak Bhavan, Khan Market, New Delhi-1 100835

FIELD VISIT REPORT ON SHRI PADAM SINGH BHABHAR,
RASUKUNDIYA VILLAGE, MHOW TEHSIL, INDORE DISTRICT,
MADHYA PRADESH

CST/ATY-TO4MP/14/2022-AP

The Mational Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST), a Constitutienal bedy under
Article 338A of the Constitution of India, constituted a 2-Member Investigation team to
probe into the facts by conducting an on-site investigation relating to Shri. Padam Singh
Bhabhar, rio Rasubiundiva Village, Mhow Tehsil, Indore district, Madhya Pradesh
Complaint filed on 11102022 fo NCST, New Delhi.

Summary of the Article:

Shri. Padam Singh Bhabhar had filed a Complaint on | 1/1002022 o NOST, MNew Delhi stating
thaton O1/07/2022 his wife Smi. Ramkanyva was burning dried lzaves in their agricultural land
due o which adredree located in their land caught fire. On the same day, Shri. Ravikant Jain,
Choral Forest Renger& other authorities of the Choml Forest Range had come to the incident
spot. Without making any kind of enquiry, aboutthe incident they directly started using abusive
woeds against Shri. Padam Singh Bhabhar's family & the Bhil community. Apart from this,
they also started putting false allegations that he had encroached the forest land and
subsequently, the authorities forcefully took him to the Choral Range Office. At the Range
Office, Shri. Ravikant Jain and other authorities beat him up with sticks. causing an imjury near
the left eye and on the right hand. Later, they took him to the Primary Healthcare Care Center,
Simrol in the pretext of getting medical ald. However, they have sent him back without any
treatment. After facing such harassment, Shri. Padam Singh Bhabhar filed a complaint af the
Simrol Police Stetion agamst Shr. Ravikant Jain and other authorities. Police awthorities, tll date
have not taken any action against the authorities apart from registering FIR. Hence, the Complaint
has filed this Complaint before the NCST.
In this case, the Commission sent the notice on 18/1002022 to:

1. Principal Scoretary, Forest Department, Govt of Madhya Pragesh
District Collector, Indors District

| %]

Commisstoner of Police, Indore Dristrict
Divisional Forest Officer, Indore Dhstrict
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To submit action taken report within 03 days, MCST Investigation Team on 13.11.2022,
consisting of Shri Govardhan Munde, Senior Investigator and Shri. Avinash, Legal
Consultant visited Rasukundiva Village. Mhow Tehsil, Indore Distreict, Madhya Pradesh to
conduct investigation, The detailed report of the investigatbon Ementioned bebow;

Details of the Meeting held in Raskundiya Village:

On 130012022, the NCST Investigation Team corvened a meeting af the Complaint’s residence,
Rasukundiya Village, Mhow Tehsil, Indore District, Modhyva Pradesh. The Complaing along with
other residents of the village attended the meeting to give their testimonies with respect 1o the

Cormplaint. The list of the attendess &5 attached to this Report and is marked as Annexure O1.

The testimonies of the Complaint and the residents of the village are mentioned below:

B Shri Padam Singh Bhabor (hereinafter refermed 1o as “Complaint™ submitted that on
01072022 all the villagers, incloding himself had gathered near Mataji Temple for o mesting
regarding the Ashadha Puja progmm. Duringthe sametime ks wife Smi. Ramkanye Bhabor was
cléaning their agricultural land. She had collected all the dry leaves. and was buring them at their

agricultural land.

2. While the dried leaves were buming, a driediree on their agricultural land caught fire To
inquire about the incident, (1} Shei. Ravikant Jain, Choral Forest Ramger (21 Shel, Makedhas
Jogdish  Mandled, Beat Guard (3) Shri. Makadar Remesh Katars, Best Guardand (4) Shri.

Chandrakant Chovhan, Beat Guardwent to the spot ofincident. On veaching the spot of tncident,
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evan before making any inquiry, all of said authorities started dzing abusive language agaimst the
Complaint's family &the Bhil community in the presenceof the villagers. Apart from this. the
said authorities have put false allegations against the Complaimt and his family that they have
encroached the forest land.

3, The Complaint repeatedly requesied the said authorities’ to not use swuch abusive words
und also tried 1o explain the whole ingident. However, thesaid autharities didn't listen 0 any of
the requests.Instead, Shn, Ravikant Jain, Choral Forest Ranger warned the Complaint that he will
teach him lesson in Choral Range Office and directed Beat Guards, Shri. Makedar Jagdish
Mandloi and Shr. Chandrakant Chouhan to 1ake him 10 tha Choral Range Office. Thereafter, the
Complaint was forcefully carried on bike 1o Choral Range Office. The said authority’s then
locked Complaint up in cell.

d. In the cell, Shri Ravikanl Jain, Range Officer and Shri. Nakedhar Jupdish Mandioi beat
the Complaint up with sticks which caused serious injuries near the left eye and on the right-hand
wrist, The Complaint was then beaten by Shri, Nakedhar Ramesh Katara and Shr.Chandrakanth
Chouhan by fist and kick blows, which caused injuries on both legs and body. Photos of the
injuries suffered by the Complaint at the hands of the said autherities = attached to this Repon
and is marked as Annexure 02.ARer inflicting such injuries to the Complaint, Deputy Ranger &
Shri. Jagdish Mendloi, Beat Guurd took him to Primary Healthcare Centre, Simrol. Instead of
getting the Complaint treated for the injuries inflicted by them, they said autharities coerced him
to sign on a few papers without giving any information 1o the Complaint about the content written
on them. The said authorties nekther communicated nor informed the Compiaint of the content
written an the paper. After gerting the papers signed by the Complaini, the said authorities lefi
him at the Primary Healtheare Centre, Simrol and went away,

=P, Shri. Dharmendra Bhabor, son of the Complaint submitted that during the incident he
was present and thwall the facts submittedby his father to investigation team werstrie. He further
statedthatBeat GuardsShri. Nakeder Jagdish Mandloif Chandrakant Chouhan forcefully carried
the Complaint on their bike and took him to the office. Being horified by the way the Complaimt
was forcefully carried away, Shri. Dharmendra Bhabor along with the villagers reached the office
and requested for the Complaint's relense, The authorities did not pay any heed 1o the request of
Shri. Dharmendra Bhabor and the villagers. The authorities did not even allow them inside the
office. Shri. Dharmandra Bhabor and the villagers stood outside the entine day. In the evening
they saw authorities taking the Complaint in jeep, Shei, Dharmendra Bhabor and the villagers
followed them on bike and reached the Primary Healthcare Centre, Simrol. [t was only when
they reached the Primary Healtheare Centre that they were able o meet the Complaint, But they



were shocked {0 see the critical comdition of the Complaint. The Complaint had & blood clot near
hizright eve & it was swaollen; Bis clothes were coversd with blood. The Deputy Banger and Bant
Gruard were with the Complant. Thedoctor did not treat the injuries of the Complaint. Later, the
authorities present with the Complaint made him s3gn on a few papers without informing about
the content. Later, when the Complaint checked, e pot to khow that the authorities had made Rim
sign papérs sating that ke goi bospitalized and took proper reatments. Since the Comiplaint
wasn't treated, he guestioned the doctor and the authorities on the illegal practics, but did not
Ectany response. After this, the authorities were taking the Complaint back to the Range Office.
Shri. Dharmendra Bhabor and the villagess requested the muthorities to leave the Complaint ar the
Primary Healthcare Centre, Simrol so that they could get him the necessary treatrent. [nitially
the awthorities denied their request. It was only after much persuasion that the authorities agreed.
Shri. Dharmendra Bhabor and the villagers first they took Complaint 1o Simrol Police Station to
lodge Complaint against forest authorithes. But the Station Officer suggested to take him 1o the
hospital first fior treatment 5o they went to Mhow Government Hospital for treatment. At SMhow
Crovernment Hospital, the Doctor on seeing the conditions did first-aidand recommends that the
Complaint get X-ray & further treatment in MY Indose Hospital, After getting treatment for the
Complaint, on the same dav.5hri, Dharmendra Bhabor nlong with the villagers went back 1o
Simrol Police Station to lodge & complaint, The police filed FIR against the all four authorities
under IPC and S5C and ST (Prevention of Afrocities) Act. FIR is amached this Reporiand is
rarked a5 Annexure 03.0m the next doy Complaini& his son went to M.Y Hospital, Indose for a
follow-up check-up. Doctor examined the infuries and said that the Complaint sustained no injury
on the wrist and that Cormnplaint's nght eve was swollen & clotted. The doctor further mentioned
that a report on the injuries sustained by the Complaing would be sant to Simral Police Sation for
further enquiry, However, after the check-up the Complaint’s injuries to and near the eve was in
zame condition and there was not recovery.Sa they went to & private hospital and got the
treatment which costed around fifteen thousasd, And 20 days later i1 got cured slowly.

6. Shri. Ramesh Bharood, resident of Faskundiva Village said that after few hours of the
incident again Forest Ranger Ravikant Jain & other authorities went back to the village and seisad
his newly purchased Hollard Tractor,(nol even got name plate) where it 'was parked near the
house along with the Complaint’s. tractor MP 45 AB — 5355 ook them to Charol Range office.
When the said awthorities seized the vehicles, both(himself and the Complaint} were not at the
spot. As s00n as they became aware of the incident from villagers, Shri, Ramesh Bharood and the
Complaint went to station 10 enguire on the seizure. To this, the authorities responded by alleging
that Shei. Ramesh Bharood and the Complaint had encroached and ploughed the forest land with
tractor. Shri. Ramesh Bharood and the Complaint tried to explain that they had neither
encroached mor ploughed the forest land and that the allegations made by the authorities was nol




true. Shri, Ramesh Bharood further expluined 1o the authorities that the ractors were a major
income source for the family and that they had purchased tha tractor on loan and that it would
become very difficult to payback the. debt withowt any scurce of income. They further made
several requests before the Choral Range &Sub-Davisional Office, bt till date the authorities
have not resolved the izsee Instead, theRanger said that the scized tractor will be released only if
Shni. Ramesh Bharood and the Complaimt would take back the complaimt registered with Simrol
Palice Station,

Details of the Verification held in Complaint Farmland:

| ]'!n]:g;u' Farmland
Ratkimidiya village b verd By the whether the Cormglaint has encronchied Foreakand )

L'luring the werification by invr.ﬂig:gll-:_‘m team, 1he ﬂ_'fl:lrnp!.i'linl; shavwad the houndaries of his
farmland. He informed that theit was his ancestral property, which they have been cultivating
from generations. Theotitle of the land was in the name of his father and father’s eldersister
namedShri. Ahoram Jhangiva Bhabor and Shri. Kuthal Bhai respectively, The farmland was
around S=hectare. Copy of the land recoed is aitached in this Repott and s marked as Annexure
i Itssheir only source of income, The Complaint furtfber submitted thas this land is adjacent 1o
forest land and that thers is clear bifurcation in his sgriculture land the Torest fand, The Complaint
flrtiver submmimed that the (orest department have clearly marked the boundaries and have alse
have fenwced it and that the Complaint never encroached even an inch of the forest land and that
the allegations made by the forest authoritics were wrong., The Complaint submitted that the
pllegations made pgainst him were false, The Complaint further submiited thal on 18 Seprember,
2022 the water pump whizh wasz in his land was taken away without any kind of intimation from

the Forest Authorities, The Complaint inlformed that be had filed & complain with the Ranger and



Sub-Divisiona! Office. but there is no action taken by the authorities till date, The Complaint
submitted that the authorities were causing unnecessaryrouble and have demanded the Complaint
1o take back his Complaint registered in police station. The authorities have further threatened the
Complaint that he will face severe problems if he does not take back the Complaint. The
Complaint further submitted that he had been paying taxes for a fong time, however, from the
past 7-8 vears, the Government has not been teking any taxes, He further submitted that the Sub-
Divisional aurhogities have informed him that his land is classified as “vangram™ and that they
have clarification between vangram and the revenue village. They were in confusion and were not
getting any facilities from the governmentMany Government Schemes were not even made
available 1o them since their land was classified as vangram, The seizure of tractor and hand-
pump by the authorities is a torture inflicted on him and his family and it has been affecting their
livelibood and has caused them hardship.

The villagers present during the spot verification said that the Complaint had not encroached any
land of the forest and that he was cultivating in his own fand, During the submissions being made
by the villagers, Patweri was present. The Patwar confirmed fhat the land belonged the
Complaint and further that it was recordedinrevenue records and that the Complaint had not
encroached land of the forest.

The villagers further submitted that since the administration has now declared this village from
revenue to Van Gram, the entire village is facing probiems since they are not able to avail any
schemes or benefits of the government.

Authoritics Presence during the investigation: Mo authorities from the District and Tehsil Weare
Present throughout the Investigation

Cibservations of the Investigation team:

O considering the Submissions of the Complaint, (ther residents and on verifying the records
submitted, the Complaint has not encroached any land of the forest. The investigation team
verified the documents and the boundaries through vistting the spot.

The Complaint had showed the photos of the injuries Complaint suffered due 1o the beatings of
the forest authorities, The photos are attached to this Report and is marked as Annexure 05
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Recommendations of the Investigation team:

. Commigsioner of police, rural Zone Indore should condwct Proper invessigation in this matler,

further Charge chest against the authorities should be initiated against the Ranger & Beat guard.

inflicted by the authoritiss,

io be relepsed at the earliest.

. Hospital expenses of the Compiainant shoubd be compensated for the treatment of the injuries

. The Tractor of the Shei. Padam Singh Bhabaor (Complunant) and the Shri Ramesh Bharood tractor

District. Administration must co-ordinale ameng concerned authorities snd  ensure proper

compensation for the loss of income and Jivelihood caused 1o the Complainant also ensure that the

appropriate action taken against the Ranger & Beat puards,

e
Gowardhan Munde
Senior Investigator

Annexure 1: List of attendees present in the Meeting:

Annexures

G

Avinash
Legal Consultant

5L Mo Name Village
1. Padam Singh Bhabor S5/o0 Asharam Rasukundiva Yillage
i Ramesh S/o Lal Singh Rasukundiva Village
3. Umesh 5o RemchandraHosari Rasukundiva Village
4 RathaaBharu Rasukundiya Village
5 | DivarmendraPadam EIII'IE'E_ Rasukundiva Village
6. Thara Singh S'o Raisingh Rasukundiva Village
7. Ramehadra Rasukundiya Village
8. Reval Singh Bhagirath Rasukundiya Village
i, Rajezh S'0 Suresh Razubundiva Village




Annexure 2: Injuries Photos of Complaint (Assaulted by authorities) & Seizure of Tractor
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