Froposal of Inclusion of 'Medara’ community as a synenym of 'Meda' community
in the ST List of Karnataka.
——==_ LIt of Karnataka.

Ir dia_for inclusion of four Synonyms of Meda, namely, o IR
Mnm the ST list. The Matter was processed by the Government of India and vig
tte SCs & STs Orders (Amendment) Act, nEes
in:huded in the list of STs as synonyms of Meda '
2003, the Government of Kamataka raised the issue with the
re JLesting that if the non-inclusion of 'Medara* :
acion may be taken to include ‘Medara' also as s

NCSCZST and it was found that the R aUGHE ) _,.A"'.‘;Qt;f,,}s;“ il
to *1e proposal of inclusion of Medara in the ST listas a synonym of Meda

2. In June, 2007, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs informed the Commission
(An lexure-l) that RGI had, vide their lett e aialle s

3. "'he earlier Papers were not availaple with this Commission as the relevant file of the
erst /hile NCSCST was not received in the Commission from NCSC (who are keeping
the « Id records of erstwhile NCSCST). Relevant papers were therefore obtained from
the Ministry of Tribal Affairs. The Ministry forwarded copies of the Karnataka

Gove rmment's letters, dated 19.10.1995, 10.01.2001 and 19.03.2003 {Annexure =) -
relatii¢' to the above proposal.

o (3,
[ b

(Annex, dingly issued to the Principal Secretary, Social Welfare

Depar ment, Govt, of Karnataka. As no reply was received from the State Government,

a d.o. eiter, dated 16.11.2007 Annexure —|V) was addressed to the Chief Secretary,

Karnat ika requesting for the reply of the State Government in the matter Fowsrae.:
RS Bverimant has been received so far




5. As ‘he requisite information was not received from the State Government,
Memb21(TS) visited the districts of Dharwad, Belgaum, Haveri and Uttar Kannada from
04.01.2008 to 11.01.2008 to conduct a random spot verification of the claim of the
Karna-aka Government that Medara community is a synonym of Meda community. The
report submitted by Member (TS) is enclosed as Annexure-V. While recommending
the inclusion of Medara as synonym of Meda, Member (TS} has recommended inclusion
of Me iar community also as a synonym of Meda in the ST list of Karnataka. Member
(TS) has observed that (i) the professions of Meda, Medar and Medara communities is
simila (they are engaged in the profession of making Mats, Baskets, Ladders and
storaces out of Bamboo materials) (ii) the mariages are held among Meda, Medar,
Medaii and Medara only and their marriage ritual and ceremonies are similar (iii) their
deities are the same and the modes of worshipping are also simitar (iv) the language
spoken by the people of their communities is same as they speak Kannada (but in
bordering areas, they speak different languages also) (v) economically the people of
these communities are very poor and the rate of literacy is hardily 15%.

6. It vould be observed that the report of Hon'ble Member indicates some difference of
langu.age among the Meda, Medar, Medari and Medara communities . Medaras are a
long settled community living in towns. Besides, language and other differences
between the Meda and the Medara are also indicted in the Compilation 'The Scheduled
Tribes (Vol. ilfy. Relevant extract of the Compilation is enclosed as Annexure- VI . Itis
there? are for consideration whether the information called for from the State Government
of Kanataka vige d.o. letter dated 21.09.07, cited in para 4 above, may be obtained
befor:: a final view is taken by the Commission in the matter.



