Sixth Annual Report of NCSCST
1999-2001
Detailed recommendations have been made in different chapters. A summary of major recommendations made in each chapter is given below.

	No.
	
	Para No.

	
	SPECIAL CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS FOR PROTECTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE SCHEDULED CASTES AND THE SCHEDULED TRIBES
	

	1
	Since Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 is a Central Act, the Government of India should amend the Act and add specific provision keeping in view the judgement of the Hon'ble Supreme Court, so that the cases of atrocities may be tried by the Special Courts directly without committal proceedings.
	2.9

	2
	Problem of child labour still continues and for complete eradication of this evil special measures are required for bringing about social awareness through voluntary efforts. At the same time implementation of the legal provisions and vigilance on the part of the Labour Department of the Central and State Governments needs to be intensified.
	2.11

	3
	Most of the tribal communities have their own languages or dialects, which usually belong to a different family of languages than the one to which the State's official language belongs. With a view to improve the accessibility and acceptance of education among tribal communities, it is desirable that they are given education in their own dialect, to the extent possible, and measures are initiated for developing curricula, training material, etc. for this purpose on top priority basis. 
	2.16

	4
	With the creation of new States of Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh, which have a high concentration of tribal population, Article 164 (1) needs to be suitably amended.
	217

	5
	In its Fourth and Fifth Reports, Commission had recommended that the reservation in promotion should be extended to all levels in all classes of posts by modifying the DoPT O.M. dated 13-08-1997. Commission reiterates its recommendation to enable that the most downtrodden sections of the society to get their due share and opportunity to contribute in the governance.
	2.33

	6
	After the creation f new States of Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand, which have a large tribal population, the Constitution needs to be amended to extend Scheduled Areas to these States and also to provide for tribal Advisory Councils in these States.
	2.40

	7
	Decisions of the Commission are only recommendatory in nature and not binding upon the respondent Department/Organisation of Union or State Government, autonomous body, PSUs, Financial Institution, etc. The Commission, therefore, feels that there is an urgent need to have a fresh look on the whole issue and to empower the Commission by giving more powers to it under the Constitution itself to ensure the implementation of the recommendations.
	2.45

	
	CHAPTER III
	

	
	ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE SCHEDULED CASTES
	

	1
	The Commission recommends that immediate legislation should be brought forward to safeguard agricultural labour from exploitation, to ensure them minimum wages and cover them under social security in case of an accident or death.
	3.4.2

	2
	The Railway should study the pattern of migration of seasonal labour, who mainly belong to SC/ST and run special trains to facilitate transportation of the labour to the places of their destination for employment and back after completion of agricultural 
	3.4.2

	3
	The strongly recommends effective implementation of land reforms and distribution of surplus land among the SCs and proper recording of the occupancy rights of the tenants to ensure that tillers are not forced out from the land they are cultivating, by suitable amending the tenancy laws and also to ensure that the family members of the deceased under-rayats can inherit the tenancy rights after the death of the tenant. 
	3.5.4

	4
	Surplus land alone may not be adequate for distribution to tackle the enormous problem of the poverty of the SCs in rural areas. The Government should step up non-farm employment opportunities in rural areas to provide gainful employment to the Scheduled Castes.
	3.5.6.

	5
	The Government should take steps for training, skill upgradation, co-operatisation and better organisation of the traditional occupations of the SCs and to provide them help in the form of access to raw materials, finance and marketing of the products.
	3.6.1

	6
	The Commission recommends that adequate representation should be given to the SCs in the scheme of Sanchar Dhabas by providing them financial support and training.
	3.8.7

	7
	Since all the programmes of the State Govts. are coordinated under the program of SCP for development of the Scheduled Castes, it is important that this programme is made effective.
	3.9.5

	8
	It is recommended that time bound action plans should be prepared to provide them basic civic facilities like water supply, electricity, sanitation at par with other sections off the society, to improve their economic condition and to provide them employment opportunities, the State Governments should prepare SC Human Development Index taking into consideration factors like literacy rate, infant mortality rate, incidence of atrocities against the SCs, estimates of consumption expenditure and people below the poverty line to assess the gap in the socio-economic development of the SCs and the other sections of the society. Without such time bound action plans the effort in the form of SCP would continue to be inadequate to make any real    dent in improving the condition of the Scheduled Castes.
	3.97

	9
	States with large SC population, such as Maharashtra, Orissa, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and Delhi have reported under utilisation of the SCA released by the Govt. of India. These State Govts. should ensure full use of the SCA allocations made to them by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment for the development of the Scheduled Castes.
	3.10.5

	10
	The Commission recommends that the annual plans and programmes of the Ministries/Departments, which have expressed their inability to formulate the SCP should be brought before the Standing Tripartite Committee set up by the Planning Commission, so that the Committee can satisfy itself that there are no programmes which these Ministries can implement exclusively for the benefit of the SC. In that case the proportionate funds under the SCP should be placed at the disposal of Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment for utilisation by the States for development of SCs.
	3.11.1

	11
	The information given by NSFDC for the year 2000-2001 shows that out of Rs.117.48 crores disbursed by it. Rs.99.04 crores (84%) remained unutilised. This position is extremely unsatisfactory and the Corporation should review the reasons for such heavy amounts remaining unutilised during the year.
	3.13.1

	12
	Diversion of funds aimed at assisting the poor SCs towards administrative expenditure by Haryana SC Development Corporation is a serious matter, which should not be allowed.
	3.14.3

	13
	There has been frequent change  in the Managing Director of the Karmataka SC/ST Development Corporation during the last three years. Such changes at the MD level hampers smooth functioning of the Corporations.
	3.14.5

	14
	The nationalized banks have rendered an important service to the weaker sections of the society. Dilution of the role of the Banks in providing assistance to SCs w3ould result in their increased indebtedness to moneylenders. Which would further impoverish these people with serious consequences relating to their bondage and land alienation.
	3.15.2

	15
	From the point of view of the economic upliftment of the Scheduled Castes it is important that the benefits of the economic reforms and the consequent growth of the economy flow to the Scheduled Castes also, who are the poorest among the poor.
	3.16.1

	16
	It is suggest that instead of withdrawing subsidies across the board it would be appropriate that these subsidies are better targeted to he poor, specially the Scheduled Castes.
	3.16.2

	17
	Commission recommends that at the time of the signing of any memorandum of understanding with the private parties Govt. of India should add a clause to ensure that the reservation policy would continue to be implemented in the enterprise after its privatisation.
	3.16.3

	18
	The Commission recommends that the Govt. should issue instructions for setting up more institutes for vocational training in the backward areas with predominant SC population and adequate representation should be given to the SCs in these institutes so that they are able to compete with the other candidates for employment in the organised sector.
	3.16.3

	
	CHAPTER IV
	

	
	SOCIAL INTEGRATION OF SCHEDULED CASTES
	

	1
	The Central Government and the State Government should ensure wide publicity of the PCR Act so as to improve the awareness about the provisions of the Act among the Scheduled Castes as also non-Scheduled Castes.
	4.15.1

	2
	The Central Government should review the adequacy of assistance, including legal aid being provided by the State Governments to the victims of Untouchability and issue guidelines to ensure proper implementation of this provision of the PCR Act. Further the nature and extent of assistance should d periodically be evaluated so that these become effective instruments for combating the practice of Untouchability.
	4.15.1

	3
	The Central Government should impress upon the State Governments to ensure that the officers appointed under this provision are utilised for initiating and exercising supervision over prosecution of all cases registered under the provision of the Act. The state Governments also need to ensure that special public prosecutors are appointed or earmarked to deal exclusively with the cases under the PCR Act in States where to deal exclusively with the cases under the PCR Act in State where there is no such arrangement. These public prosecutors should be carefully selected and trained and brought under a scheme of reward and admonition for the success or otherwise of their labour.
	4.15.1

	4
	The Central Government should take up the issue of setting up of special courts with the concerned State Governments, which have not yet set up such Special Courts. Further the performance of the special courts should be carefully and critically watched in terms of timely disposal of cases and conviction rates.
	4.15.1

	5
	The Central Government should request the State Governments to ensure periodical holding of meetings of monitoring committees so as to make them effective.
	4.15.1

	6
	The Central Government should draw the attention of the State Governments towards this matter and request them to ensure that the working of the provisions of this Act are periodically evaluated and measures adopted for better implementation of the provisions of the PCR Act.
	4.15.1

	7
	The Central Government should request the States to complete identification of Untouchability-prone areas on a time-bound basis. So far as the State which have been able to identify such areas the Central Government should call upon them to give preference to such areas while implementing schemes under the special component plan.
	4.15.1

	8
	The Central Government should, instead of merely collecting the information received from the State Governments in its annual report, get such information critically examined and follow up action taken simultaneously.
	4.15.1

	9
	A compendium of guidelines should be prepared and issued to the State Government/UT Administrations on matters relating to removal of Untouchability which should also be circulated to the other concerned authorities.
	4.15.1

	10
	The Central Government should critically evaluate the impact of the scheme of liberation of scavengers of removal of Untouchability.
	4.15.1

	11
	The State Governments should give wide publicity to the scheme of inter-caste marriages through mass media in order to encourage larger number of youths for inter-caste marriages.
	4.15.1

	12
	The Gram Panchayats can play a very significant role in eradicating the evil of Untouchability. The State Governments should evolve schemes for providing healthy competition at the village/Gram Sabha level for eradication of this evil
	4.15.1

	13
	The Central Government should review the impact of work being done by voluntary organisation and should enlist their support in tis matter. There is also a need to draw up a long-term phased programme for eradication of Untouchability at the national level in consultation with the State Governments and the voluntary organisations. In order to bring about a feeling of healthy competition among the social workers, the State Governments should also consider launching a scheme of giving rewards and commendation certificates to select social workers for their outstanding contributions towards eradication of Untouchability.
	4.15.1

	14
	The Government of India should continuously monitor the programmes of scheduled castes/scheduled tribes Thanas and Special Courts in terms of the concrete results that they have produced so far.
	4.15.1

	15
	The All India Radio Stations and Doordarshan Kendras should highlight and give wide publicity to the purpose for which the National Commission for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes was constituted and its activities for improving the awareness among the general public in the country about the role of the Commission 
	4.15.1

	
	CHAPTER V
	

	
	ECO NOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF SCHEDULED TRIBES
	

	1
	Commission reiterates its earlier recommendation that all the States should allocate funds to the Tribal Sub-Plan a little more than the State's ST population percentage in accordance with the recommendation of the Working Group Report for the Eight Five Year Plan.
	5.4.7

	2
	This Commission strongly recommends that SCA released by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government of India must be fully utilised for making their development schemes more viable and effective in generating family income.
	5.5.2

	3
	Major portion of SCA should be utilised for infrastructure and community needs, with some provision for individual oriented schemes.
	5.5.3

	4
	SCA should be released directly to the implementing agency i.e. the ITDP's as is being done by the Ministry of Rural Development by releasing funds directly to the DRDAs.
	5.5.4

	5
	In tribal areas one of the serious problems is non-availability of safe drinking water and hence states should give special priority to cover ST habitats.
	5.10.1

	6
	Commission recommends that as per prevailing level of below poverty line, SCS and STs should be proportionately covered under all the Schemes of the Ministry of Rural Development.
	5.12.4

	7
	Commission stress the need to under take research study on the 75 PTGs, to find out what has been so far achieved, what is lacking and what ought to be done towards their well being in the future plans.
	5.13.3

	8
	Ministry of Tribal Affairs should ensure that funds released to the NGOs and other organisations is utilised properly for which evaluation studies may be undertaken.
	5.13.4

	9
	Instances have come to the notice of the Commission of delays in the sanction of the projects and release of funds to the States, by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, which is ultimately affecting the implementation of the project/works. There is an urgent need to streamline the procedure in consultation with the State Governments so as to ensure that such delays are minimised.
	5.14.3

	10
	The Government of India have contributed Rs.99.50 crores as its share and the paid up capital of TRIFED has already achieved the level of authorised share capital. It is therefore necessary to move the government for increasing the authorised share capital of the corporation.
	5.16.2

	11
	The TRIFED should evolve schemes for upgradation of skills, identification of marketable items, value addition and quality improvement of the produce, market linkages etc. with view to help economic development of tribal communities.
	5.16.4

	12
	There is a strong need to provide expert and systems support to Gram Panchayats or village panchayats on the areas of know how, skill and management of MFP.
	5.16.6

	13
	We recommend that tribal Self Help Groups in the Scheduled Area should be encouraged to undertake collection, storing and sales of the MFP and Agricultural produce in order to make tribals self sufficient. 
	5.16.9

	14
	The NABARD, the State Governments and the concerned agencies should ensure that tribals are not exploited and they are paid the prescribed rates for their labour and their products.
	5.18.3

	15
	Commission recommends that reservation in dealerships and distributorships of petroleum products should not to be restricted to the reserved constituencies of Parliament or Assemblies.
	5.19.2

	16
	It is recommended that the local authorities of the State Government and Oil Companies representatives should be secsitised to become more helpful and sympathetic towards the SC/ST allottees. 
	5.19.3

	17
	LPG distributorships should be started in rural areas and SC/ST persons should be given preference in the gas connections on subsidised rates.
	5.19.4

	18
	It is recommended that 25% reservation should be regulated as per the total quantity of sale of these products at the State level along with number of SC/ST dealership and distributionship awards.
	5.19.5

	19
	Commission recommends that in the new Dealers Selection Board, one of the representatives should be from SC or ST community.
	5.19.6

	20
	It is recommended that a special drive should be launched to award the backlog/shortfall of dealerships/distributorships to SC/ST persons to achieve the prescribed 25% reservation quota. 
	5.19.7

	21
	It is strongly recommended that Govt. of Bihar must adopt and start implementation of economic development for ST on Maharashtra pattern by 2001-2002
	5.20.1

	22
	In the tribal area of Bihar concerned authorities should develop alternative crops rotation on the basis of their feed habits and geoclimatic conditions. 
	5.20.1

	23
	Commission recommends that State Govt. of Maharashtra should concentrate on infrastructure and economic development of tribal areas and people in order to control the growth of tribal unrest and Naxalite movement
	5.20.2

	24
	The State Govt. of Tamil Nadu should make sincere efforts to fully utilize the allocated amount, as the tribal development performance was not very encouraging in various sectors
	5.20.3

	25
	It is strongly recommended that Tamil Nadu Government must ensure 100% coverage of safe drinking water under the Tenth Five Year Plan. Drinking water problem may be resolved by reviving the traditional water management system followed by the tribal community, duly supported with the modern technology. 
	5.20.3

	26
	Commission suggests that the shortfall in road formation in the tribal areas must be achieved within stipulated time frame by planning 60 Km. per year road length during the Tenth Five Year Plan in Tamil Nadu. The PWD should ensure to submit road construction proposal for obtaining clearance from the forest department well in time and proper coordination must be ensured so that tribals are not deprived of their benefits. 
	5.20.3

	27
	The Commission appreciated the decision of the Government of Tamil Nadu to construct houses at a unit cost of Rs. 32,000 in plain areas and Rs. 34,000/- in hilly areas against the Government of India's unit cost of Rs. 20,000. The Commission recommends that other States should also consider increasing the unit cost suitably so that proper living facility could be made available to the tribal beneficiaries. 
	5.20.3

	28
	The Tamil Nadu Govt. should immediately formulated proposal for seeking approval of Govt. of India to regularizes the encroachments in forest areas to the eligible tribal encroachers. 
	5.20.3

	29
	The Commission recommends that Madhya Pradesh Govt. should evaluate the programmes, which are being implemented by different agencies for PTGs and prepare PTG wise need based development project and ensure regular monitoring by an independent agency of the implementation of the development programmes. 
	5.20.4

	30
	With a view to equip the people's representatives at different levels of Panchayat Raj Bodies, it is necessary to conduct training programmes at the Gram Panchayat, Block, District and State levels for the members on the provisions of the Panchayats (Ext. to the Schedule Area) Act, 1996. General awareness programmes should also be arranged for better understanding of the concepts amongst tribals and various local  administrative agencies functioning in the State. 
	5.20.4

	31
	The Commission recommend that land purchase scheme for SC/sT should be implemented in other State also.
	5.20.5

	32
	The Commission recommend that the tribals who have been cultivating or residing in the forest area prior to 1980, should be issued pattas after obtaining approval from the Ministry of Environment and Forests. 
	5.20.6

	33
	It is recommended that the Electricity line should be allowed through forest area to electrify tribal habitats and houses. 
	5.20.8

	34
	The PTGs of Andaman & Nicobar namely Jawawas, Sentinelese and shamperns inhabit extensive tribal reserved areas and they are practicing hunting-gathering subsistence economy. They should be encouraged to take-up settled agriculture and the Administration should provide them agricultural tools and equipment for cultivation and also to develop skills among them to grow fruit trees and herbal plants. 
	5.20.10

	35
	A total of Rs. 33.57 crores, including unspent balance of SCA, was available with the State of Assam out of that only 1.39 crores reported to have been utilized till December, 2000 which is only about 4.14%. The Commission would like to advise the State to ensure full utilization of SCA in the remaining period so that implementation of economic development programmes under Tribal Sub-Plan is not affected. 
	5.20.16

	36
	In Sikkim there is a need for promoting small and medium Industries based on local resources to provide employment opportunities to the educated and uneducated unemployed youths. 
	5.20.17

	37
	This Commission stressed upon the need to identify the surplus ceiling land on priority in Sikkim and in allotting surplus ceiling land on priority in Sikkim and in allotting surplus land the SC and ST should be given priority. 
	5.20.17

	38
	Commission recommended that a North-Eastern Forest Policy should be formulated to cater to the specific needs of the N. E. region. 
	5.20.18

	39
	It is suggested that the bamboo and cane should be marketed through tribal cooperative in the North-Eastern region. 
	5.20.18

	40
	Tribal Development Cooperative Ltd. (TDCC) should be revitalized to cater to the needs to the needs of the tribals in an effective manner. 
	5.20.19

	41
	Concerted efforts are needed for the economic development of tribals by implementing the individual beneficiary income generating schemes, more sincerely and effectively. 
	5.20.19

	42
	This Commission recommends that the Commission for Scheduled Areas and Scheduled Tribes should be constituted under Article 339 by the Govt. without any further delay. 
	5.24.1

	43
	Commission stress that National Institute for Tribal Affairs should be made operative and the status of the institute should be that of a deemed University and faculty as well as other staff appointments, Pay scales and service terms and conditions should be on University Grant Commission pattern. 
	2.25.1

	44
	All the TRIs should be affiliated to the proposed National Institute for Tribal Affairs for coordination and technical supervision and the staff of these Institutions should also be on the terms and conditions of University Grant Commission. The UGC should also provide funds to these Institutes from the Tribal Sub-Plan of the UGC. 
	5.25.2


CHAPTER- VI  PROBLEMS OF LAND ALIENATION AND DISPLACEMENT AMONG TRIBALS AN THEIR DEPENDENCE ON FORESTS.
	1
	National policy on rehabilitation and re-settlement should be framed immediately to protect the interests of Scheduled Tribes and Others as alienation of land is not merely a transfer of ownership but it has to be seen as a loss of economic rights. 
	6.8.5

	2
	The Tribal Research Institutes under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs should undertake surveys/ studies on the extent of development activities undertaken around the project areas inhabited by the tribals and the resultant benefits derived by the tribals. The existing projects/ industries operating in the Scheduled Areas or in areas inhabited by tribals should contribute a portion at least 20% of the profits for the development of local scheduled areas, and the tribes. 
	6.10.7

	3
	All the Scheduled Area States should make suitable amendments in the State Act to give effect to the provisions under the Central Act 40. 
	6.12.2

	4
	The Ministry of Agriculture should maintain complete details/ statistics relating to watershed development programmes implemented in other states along with North-Eastern States on shifting cultivation. There should be annual report on the extent of area in tribal and SC dominated places where shifting cultivation has been replaced with watershed management alongwith number of beneficiaries. For externally aided projects the Ministry of Agriculture should issue suitable guidelines to the State Govts. and UT Administration that while implementing the projects, tribal and hilly areas are given the first priority they may also study the effectiveness of the schemes and programmes implemented in the tribal areas. 
	6.13.2

	5
	The tribals can be trained for cultivation of medicinal plants through appropriate utililzation of waste land. Important Indian Plants found in tribal areas should be patented. The expert group constituted for patenting should also make use of the knowledge of tribal medicine man about the medicinal value of plants for patenting. The rights of the tribal farmers should also be protected through royalty for its uses. It is also necessary that Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMAR) recognizes this important branch of medicine and the traditional tribals practitioners knowledge and plant species are protected, preserved, regenerated and codified. Under the Indian system of Medicine, this branch of knowledge should be encouraged in this activity as a source of employment. 
	6.14.2

	6
	Adequate details and data are not available with regard to forest villages at present. It is suggested that the Ministry of Tribal Affairs with the association of Tribal Research Institutes should collect data on State-wise number of forest villages, number of families with total population in these villages, the extent of area which is utilized by them for cultivation and the developmental benefits like approach roads, water facilities, electrification, schools, health institutions etc. available to them. 
	6.15.1

	7
	To amend the Forest Conservation Act so as to make the Act tribal friendly. 
	6.15.3

	8
	To recognize all forest villages as revenue villages so that tribal community can be empowered in the real sense. 
	6.15.3


CHAPTER VII - EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF SCHEDULED CASTES AND SCHEDULED TRIBES

	1
	The top priority of the Govt. should be for retention of children from SC and ST community after enrolment in school from Primary Classes onwards. One of the ways in which high drop out rates cab  be shown, as in Southern states, that prospect of food in school is highly attractive and motivating for children. 
	7.11.3

	2
	As has been demonstrated in the Lok Jumbish Project, it is important to adopt the community based approach where the entire construction plan was demystified and explained to the community. The Building Nirman Samitis undertake construction of the schools and the community maintains it. Contribution for schools maintenance should be given to schools through the school's bank account. The Community should decide the plan of action and implemented it too. Similarly, resources for teaching learning materials and school sports items should be transferred to the bank accounts of schools. At the school level the Headmaster, Panchayati Raj representatives and Community representative should take all important decision. The experiment in HP to decide school holidays in consultation with school and community representatives with the Deputy Commissioner has contributed in a significant manner in reducing the absentees among children and teachers. The School holidays are declared coinciding with harvesting seasons when all the adults as well as children can contribute in fields. The Committee of school Headmaster, representatives of local Panchayat and community should be made responsible for scrutinizing all request for various types of scholarships and the committees recommendations for grant of scholarships should be binding. As has been recommended by Tenth Five Year Plan working group report on empowerment of SCs, Counseling of parents as well as giving other incentives to them for ensuring that children do not drop out of school should be considered. 
	7.11.3

	3
	It is important to make learning a joyous experience by strengthening Distance Education System through visual media i.e. T.V. Films etc. specially in school in rural and far flung tribal areas. 
	7.11.3

	4
	Strengthening and extension of coaching and allied scheme alongwith remedial coaching scheme being run by Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment as well as UGC for SC/ST students is very important keeping in view the present promotion of SC/ ST students in higher education. 
	7.11.3

	5
	For promoting girls' education it is important to recognize the role of the mother. It has been proved that in case educational programmes are sensitive to the needs of the girls that would help them to take their studies more seriously and to develop as self confident adults, capable of taking their own decisions. 
	7.11.3

	6
	Govt. efforts at present are concentrated on strengthening systems of vocational and technical education as is evident from large number of IITs, poly-techniques, vocational training institutes being set up. However, inflexibility of curricula and lack of awareness about the changing market needs as well as lack of marketing facilities for their products are responsible for government efforts going awry in these areas. It is thus necessary that individual institutions are given greater flexibility in changing their courses as per market requirement in the local/ regional/ national/ international arenas. Due to various socio-economic reasons the problem of school drop outs in various streams. The training etc. has to move away from traditional sectors like Carpentry, Blacksmith etc. to modern day requirement viz; camera rolling, ticketing travel guides as majority of modern day youth even of rural areas want to savour so called modern life. 
	7.11.3

	7
	Vocational Institutions must also help students in setting up units and in marketing of their products. Govt. should come out with a policy prescription for giving 'Purchase Preference' for the product manufactured by 'Swa-Rojgaries' Government still is the biggest purchaser. This scheme of purchase preference will go a long way in providing sustenance to Swa-Rojgaries. Govt. of courses can put strict quality stipulation. In a nutshell vocational education/ training and marketing of products or services have to go hand in hand for students from SC/ST categories most of whom may be first time learners in their families. 
	7.11.3

	8
	While new schools have to the opened in the areas yet to be covered it is felt that emphasis now should be placed on convergence of educational complexes. It is also felt that while planning for such complexes the curriculum etc. can also be designed to serve the community needs of the surrounding areas. Such complexes would also ensure better availability of teachers. 
	7.11.3

	9
	From time immemorial Indian artisan's craft and skills in various trades like kalamkari of AP, stone carving of Orissa and TN, bunkers of AP, Bihar, MP, Karnataka, embroidery and mirror work from Gujarat etc. are well known. In most of these traditional professions lot of SC and ST families are earning their livelihood. While demand for the goods produced by the craftsman in Metropolitan Cities and in Global Markets is increasing day-by-day, those who create these master pieces are getting disillusioned with their traditional profession. In almost all cases middle men have made riches from their labour. It is recommended that craftsmen from these communities should be inducted as teachers in Govt. scheme of community poly techniques and ITI can dovetail these artists and their arts in their courses. 
	7.11.3

	10
	Privatization of education especially higher education is fraught with serious implications for large majority of students, specially from SC/ST community. A study sponsored by Planning Commission has been instituted in the back drop of a report submitted by the PS's Advisory Committee on trade and commerce. It is reported to have suggested withdrawal of Govt. funding from higher education and restricting role of UGC. Though the move for private sector contribution in education is welcome, it is 'Commercialization, of education which is to be discouraged. While supplementing the Govt. efforts through private initiative should be welcomed, it is mercerization which should be totally discouraged in the interest of 'educational excellence'. 
	7.11.3


CHAPTER VIII – SERVICE SAFEGUARDS

	1
	The representation of STs at all the levels and that of the SCs in Group 'A' and 'B' continues to be low for which special efforts have to be made.
	8.1.4

	2
	Commission emphasizes the need for early enactment of the Reservation Act, which would systematize the implementation of reservation policy. This Act should be kept in the 9th Schedule of the Constitution so that it is not open to frequent judicial interpretation.
	8..4.2

	3
	SC/ST Associations facilitate the management to fulfill their Constitutional obligation and therefore the issue of recognition of SC/ST Association and to provide them certain minimum facilities for discharge of their responsibilities should be favourably considered. In such SC/ST Associations 1/3rd of the positions of office bearers should be filled up by women belonging to these communities.
	8.4.8

	4
	Existing brochure on reservation for SCs and STs is outdated, DoPT is advised to bring out the updated version of the brochure as early as possible.
	8.4.9

	5
	The Commission is of the considered view that in consonance with the Constitutional scheme, the principle of positive discrimination should be extended to the private sector  also to fulfill its obligation                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        of social equity. 
	8.6.2

	6
	A stage has reached where all corporate bodies established under any law including the Indian Companies Act, the Societies Registration Act, Corporative and such other organisations which may be taking advantage of institutional finance, partly or wholly, including those established with foreign collaboration should be obliged to give due representation to members of the SCs and STs in the employment opportunities under them. The scope of due representation to members of SCs and STs should be extended to other private organisation also in stages. 
	8.6.2


CHAPTER-IX   ATROCITIES ON SCHEDULED CASTES AND SCHEDULED TRIBES

	1
	Incidence of atrocities on STs was highest in Madhya Pradesh (1756) during 1999, followed by Rajasthan (1221), Gujarat (367), Orissa (335), Andhra Pradesh (178), Mahrarashtra (171) and Tamil Nadu (105). During the year 2000, Madhya Pradesh (1845) and Rajasthan (1130) have highest incidence of crimes against STs. It may be observed that the incidences of crimes against STs are increasing in MP and AP. The Govts. of these States may take effective steps to check and control atrocities on members of STs by non-ST people. 
	9.3.9

	2
	Persons at key position, particularly those concerned with safeguards and development of SCs and STs, should be chosen with due care and they should be properly and given all necessary support. 
	9.10


___________
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