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Government of India
National Commission for Scheduled Tribes

6" floor, 'B' Wing,
Loknayak Bhawan
Khan market,

New Delhi-110 003

No. VM/1/2015/STGAP/ATMURD /RU-IV Dated: 24.04.2015

To

Shri I.Y.R. Krishna Rao,

Chief Secretary,

Government of Andhra Pradesh,
Hyderabad.

Sub: Complaint received by fax dated 07.04.2015 from Shri V. Murugesan,
President, Tamil Nadu Tribal People’s Federation, Dharmapuri Dist. Tamil

Nadu regarding 20 tribals brutally shot dead by Andhra Police and Forest
officials at Tirupathi (AP),

Sir,

I am directed to forward herewith a copy of the Report on the visit of Shri
Ravi Takhur, Hon’bie Vice Chairperson, National Commission for Scheduled
Tribes to Tirupati, Chittoor Dist, Andhra Pradesh from 17.04.2015 to 18.04.2015
regarding encounter of tribals by Andhra Police and Forest officials at Tirupat]
(AP) along with recommendations of the Commission which was discussed in the

71* Meeting of the Commission for necessary action and request you to send the
action taken report to the Commission at an early date.

It is also advised that the Members of bereaved families should be given

fair compensation and Central Agency (CBI) may be entrusted for investigation
into the matter/incident.

Yours faithfullw_)

(K.D. Bhansor)Mrs.
Director




Copy with a copy of the report is forwarded for necessary action to:-

Shri K. Gnanandesikan,
Chief Secretary,

Government of Tamit Nadu,

Chennai - 9 (TN). W |

(K.D. Bhansor)Mrs.
Director

/e



F.No. 1/5/2015-Coord.

71°" MEETING
OF THE
NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR SCHEDULED TRIBES

SUMMARY RECORD OF DISCUSSIONS
Date: 23" April, 2015 Time: 11:30 hours

Venue: Conference Room, NCST, 6" Floor, Lok Nayak Bhawan, New Delihi.
In the Chair: Dr. Rameshwar Oraon, Hon'ble Chairperson, NCST

List of Participants: Annexed as Annexure-I.

The scheduled Agenda ltems for meeting discussed and decided as below:

Additional
Agenda 2

(i) A Report with regard to “encounter of tnbals by Andhra Police and Forest officials
at Tirupati (A.P.)" submitted to the Commission by the Hon’ble Vice Chairperson
after having visited the State of Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh, meeting with
concerned authorities and the tnbals. The Commission has perused the Report
and accepted the same. The Commission further directed the Secretariat to take

necessary action for forwarding the said Report to the concermed States for

further necessary action.

SR NCST 71% Meeting 23-04-2015



“epcrt on the  wisit o Sari Ravl Taknpur,  HonoDig
Vice Chairperson, Mational Commission for bchedulsd Tribes to
Tirupati, Chittoor Dist, Andhra Pradesh from 17.04.2013 10

18.04.2015 regarding encounter of tribals by Andhra Police and
Forest officials at Tirupati (AP).

A representation dated 07.04.2015 received by fax from Shri V.
Murugesan, President, Tamil Nadu Tribal People's Federation,
Pappireddipatty, Dharmapuri District, Tamil Nadu regarding alleged
encounter of 20 people/tribals of Eastern Ghat of Tamil Nadu and they
were shot dead by Andhra Pradesh Police and Forest Officials at Tirupati
(AP) and requested for justice. The Press Report dated 08.04.2015 in
Times of India (Delhi Edition) also published that AP Cops gunned aown
20 sandalwood smugglers. The matter was taken up with the

Government of Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu vide NCST letter No.
VM/1/2015/STGAP/ATMURD/RU-IV dated 08.04.2015.

2. on’ble Chairperson, NCST given instructions on 08.04.2015 to visit
Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh for inqguiry into the matter by Hon’ble
Vice-chairperson, NCST. Accordingly a team consists of Shri Ravi Thakur,
Hon’ble Vice-chairperson, NCST accompanied by Shri N,
Balasubramanian, Research Officer (for assistance) visited the State of
Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh from 17.04.2015 to 18.04.2015 to
inquire into the incident of encounter of tribals on 07.04.2015.

Meeting with Shri_ V. Murugesan, President, Tamil Nadu Tribal
People’s Federation, Dharmapuri Dist., Shri K. Gunasekharan,

Advisor, Tamil Nadu ST Tribe (Malayali) Peravai, Chennai and Shri
N.V. Anna Malai, State Treasurer, Tamil Nadu ST Tribe (Malayali)

Peravai, Chennai Tamil Nadu and the families of the Victims on
17.04.2015

3. The following close family members of. the victims met the
Commission and gave their submissions.

1. Ms. Ranjitham W/o Sasi Kumar, Kancheepuram, Salem District.
2. Ms. Nadia, W/o Kannan @ Ravindran, Thiruvannamalai District.

3.Mr. Rajesh, S/o Vellian, Brother of the deceased Velimuthu,
Thiruvannamalai District.

4. Ms. Malar, W/o Chinnasamy, Thiruvannamalai District
5. Ms. Muthammal W/o Govindasamy, Tiruvannamalai District.
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them so far. Al of them requested 10 acres of land for ruture |
and employment to their family members.

5. They further reported that the deceased bodies were burnt and has
aiso been seen as the eyes teared out and face badly damaged.

6. Similar incident was happened on 29.05.2014. (3 ST families were

present on the day of visit). So far no compensation were not
sanctioned to them.

1. Ms. Rekha W/o Shiva, Thaniyar Village, Thiruvannamalai District.
2. Ms. Poomalli W/o Selvaraj, Thaniyar Village, Thiruvannamalai
District.

3. Ms. Pavithra, W/o Vijaykant, Thaniyar Village, Thiruvannamailai
District.

7. Ms. Rekha has two daughters (5 years and 2 years old), Ms. Pavithra
has one daughter (2 years oid). Both of them requested 10 cents of land

and employment. But Ms. Poomalli requested only cash since her age is
50 years. *

8. The Commission assured them that the matter will be taken up with
the Government of Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh for fair compensation.
All victims are Malayali (5T) community, they reguested to register case
against AP Police in the matter. Before leaving their husband informed

them that they were going to Kerala for coolie work and dead body
reached from Andhra Pradesh (Thirupati in Chittoor District).

Meeting with the Chief Secretary, Director General of Police and
other Senior Officials at Chennaion 17.04.2015 at 11.30 A.M.

The list of officers who present is enclosed as Annexure —- 1.

Q. The Director General of Police, Tamil Nadu explained that the incident
of encounter of woodcutters in Andhra Pradesh has been taken up with
the Government of Andhra Pradesh. As per procedure, compensations
were paid to the families of ST victims and other families of victims by the

P R e
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Meeting with the Press/media at Chennai, Tamil Nadu.

11. The media people met the Commission and raised some questions
regarding the incident. Further course of action to be taken in the matter
by the Commission in the interest of ST people with the NHRC,
Government of India for action against Special Task Force. The
Commission informed them that the investigation is the part of NHRC and

the compensation paid/to be paid to the victim’s family is the concern of
the Commission.

Spot Visit on 17.01.2015 by the team to the Seshachalam Reserve
Forest Area at Tirupati, Chittoor District in Andhra Pradesh.

12. On 17.04.2015 the team visited the Cheekateegala Kona were S
bodies were found and remaining 11 bodies were found at Sachinodi
Pande in the forest area of Seshachalam. The team visited along with
District Forest Officer and Superintendent of Police, Urban, Tirupati
Chitoor District. (Copies of the Press Clipping enclosed) - Annexure ~ 11

¥

Meeting with the ST Association members and representationists
on 18.04.2015 at Tirupati, Chittoor District on 18.04.2015,

13. The team had meeting with the ST Association Members. More
number of representations received from the individual petitioners also.
The Commission advised the District Collector to look into the grievances
of the ST petitioners for speedy action. The District Collector assured the
same and collected their petitions from the Commission in the meeting
itself,

The list of petitioners enclosed as Annexure-1II.

Meeting with District Admlmstratlon at Tirupati, Chittor District
{(Andhra Pradesh).

14. After welcome address by the District Collecteor, Chitoor, the District
Forest Officer informed that the entry is prohibited/restricted the
sanctuary under section 27, 28 and 31. The offender will be liable for
punishmeant upte 3 yvears impriscnment or Rs. 25,000 fine.
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~3 izs nar- tl sir varsion Soecizi Task force was formed in Jaruarny, 2902
‘ﬁ.mh 53 membars. They informed that 2 forest officers were Killed in
201.3, 7 more officers also were killed by the smuggiers. The

Superintendent of Police (Urban), Tirupati informed that 10 peopie were
kilied over last 4 years. (List of participants as Annexure — 1V)

Meeting with Chief Secretary, and other Senior Officers of
Government of Andhra Pradesh.

List of participants is enclosed as Annexure — V

16. The Chief Secretary, Government of Andhra Pradesh explained
about the Red sandalwood smuggling in Andhra Pradesh. The S5tate
Government desired to protect the Forest Area and aiso the Forest Area
to be strengthened. After the formation of new Government which taken
serious steps on sandalwood smugglers in the year 2015 including the
contract labourers who are operating from Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.
The Government of Andhra Pradesh took action against one big smuggler
in the matter. The special team, Special Task Force are formed and
orders were issued in this regard. They Kkilled the police, Forest
Guards/officers by the mafia along with the connivance of Forest
smugglers in the neighboring States. This is the background of the Red
Sandalwood smugglers. -

17. The Commission pointed out during 2014 also similar incident were
happened and 3 ST families were not given any compensation either by
Tamil Nadu Government or Government of Andhra Pradesh. It is also
concern that nearly 1000 people are in jail at Chittor District (AP).

18. The Chief conservator of Forest and Principal Secretary, Tribal
Welfare Department were not given more information in the matter since
the case is subjudice before the High Court of Andhra Pradesh. The
Principal Secretary, Tribal Welfare Department, Andhra Pradesh also
assured that the NHRC, Commission’s report will be adhered/followed in
the matter. The Hon'ble High Court of Andhra Pradesh order dated
13.04.2015 on PIL 912 Of 2015 is enclosed as Annexure -VI.

Observation of the Commission

19. Observations of the Commission after visiting this spot, the crime
committed by the people who have been killed by the Andhra Pradesn
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Moreover, no proper protocol has been followed by the Task Force, as
they did not inform the District Administration or the Forests officers
about their visit and resultant killing of people. The place of incident is a
nlace near to the borders of Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu and falls in
the Constituency of Hon’ble Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh. On account
of this more alertness should have been kept in handling cases of this

nature and Tamil Nadu Police should also have been taken into
confidence.

20. Tamil Nadu State has identified 13 of the 20 people who have been
killed belonging to the Scheduled Tribe community and has already been
given compensation to them. Andhra Pradesh Government has not
identified these people and has also not provided any relief to the families
of the victims. List of people who have been engaged in Police Force and
Task Force operation has not yet been received and also the details of the
vehicle in which they have been transported, including the details of
drivers. During the visit of the incident site, I could not find even a single
sandal wood tree in the locality. The area is not a forest area, only small
bushes are seen here and there. It has been reported that S people were
killed in one spot and 11 others in another spot. But I could see that all
of them were killed in one spot. There is no clarity from whom the

instructions of movement of transport to this place were given and firing
were ordered.

Recommendations of the Commission to the State Governments of
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu.

1. CBI enquiry may be ordered to find out truth

2. ST family should be given more compensation from Government of
Tamil Nadu. In addition to Government employment 10 acres of
land should be released to each family on priority basis.

3. Special Task Force Officers who mvolved in the matter to be
nunished as per Law.

4. The Government of Andhra Pradesh may also consider the
compensation for the victims.

5. Tamil Nadu Government to create more empioyment opportunities

to the ST families in order to curb the movement of wood
cutters/coolie werk to other states,
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been involved in the encounter.

. State Government of Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh should take

serious action against Agents/brokers and smugglers in the matter.
The poor wood cutter should not be the victims of such nature in
future.

Forest Rights should be implemented and ali the ST families will be
allotted land as per existing Law.

Forest Dwellers Rights will be protected and land should be allotted

to them, food security to be ensured by the Government cf Tamil
Nadu especially for ST people.
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COMBITSSION FOR SCHEDULED TRIBES WITH THE SENIOR STATE
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LEFICIALS OF GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU ON 17.04.2015

AT STATZ GUEST HOUSE, CHEP

AUK, CHENMAI-5 AT 11.30 A. M.

S No. Name of the Officials (TVL.)

Designation

1. | K.GNANADESIKAN, IAS

|

Chief Secretary, Government of
Tamil Nadu

|
2. . ASHOK KUMAR, IPS

Director General of Police

IFS

| 3. JATINDRANATH SWAIN, Principal Secretary, Public
i IAS Department
—
| 4, - P.SIVASANKARAN, IAS Principal Secretary, AD&TW
| 1 Department
5.+ VINOD KUMAR, IFS PCCF, Chennai-15.
6. | SYED MUZAMMIL ABBAS,

Special Secretary, E&F Department |

7. | H.VENU PRASAD, IFS

Director of Tribal Welfare
Department |

8. i V.PALANI KUMAR, IAS

| Additional Secretary, Public

Department

——
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31 Panel Ghief Visits Site of
Encounter, Asks about Relief

Thakur expresses displeasure over officials not giving proper info. reasons for action

Express News Service

Tirupati: Chairperson of the
National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes (NCST) Ravi
Thakur on Friday evening in-
spected the encounter site in
the Seshacalam forest and en-
quired about any aid an-
nounced to the families of the
20 Tamil Nadu woodcutters
kilied in the incident about 10
days ago. After getting a nega-
tive reply from the officials,

. Thakur expressed displeasure

overthe officials not providing
him with full and proper rea-
sons for the ‘encounter kill-
ings’.

According to information,
Ravi Thakur arrived at the en-
counter site near the Srivari
Mettu lJate in the evening and
was accompanied by the offi-
cials of the forest departiment
and the red sanders anti-
smuggling task force.

When Thakur wanted to
know the reasons behind the
task force teams opening fire
on the woodcutters, the offi-
cials present informed him
that the officials concerned
with the incident were absent
and the whole information
could be provided only next
momming.

The NCST chairperson was
also keen on knowing whether
any relief or ex-gratia was an-
nounced by the state govern-
ment to the bereaved families.
However, the officials told him
that no such announcement

- was made.

Speaking to Express, DFO G
Srinivasulu said the NCST chief

Ravl Thakur, dmbp&mofﬂwﬂaﬂnmlﬁmuﬁsﬂmfwsmaﬁadﬁmwmmmwmm
the Seshachalam forest m Chandragirl mandal of Chittoor district on Friday | EXPRESS PHOTD

was particular about knowing
what compensation the state
government would be giving to
the families of the deceased.
“He was given all the informa-
tion from our side. The remain-
ing information will be pro-

-vided by higher authorities,”

Srinivasulu added. The inspec-
tion was conducted for almost
one-and-a-half hours.

Deputy Conservator of For-
est (task force) DNN Murthy
and other district officials
were present.

® What relief was an- : & How many teams
nounced by the AP - were invoived in the
gmfernment‘-’ , enc&uater” L

l How many ruunds were : l What |5the strength nf

nﬁwlja; was the way used l What are the names of
byme ﬁ{ﬂﬂd‘cutters to ._.,;_..; _the officers who Were .
enter the forest® > = Wf%‘ mmmm

l What was the vehmie l When were the bodles
used by the wnadcuttersﬁ shiftedﬂ |

QUESTIONS POSED BY NGST |
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LIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT HYDERABAD
soR THE STATE OF TELAMGANA AND THE STATE OF ANDHRA PRADESH

RMONDIAY . THE THIRTEENTR DAY OF APRIL
TWO THOUSAND aND FIFTEEN

PRESENT
THE HON'BLE SRl KALYAN JYOTI SENGUPTA, THE CHIEF JUSTICE
AND
THE HON'BLE SRIJUSTICE SANJAY KUMAR

PIL .NO 91 of 2018
; Balaean, N |
E s ~hilka Chandra Shekar 3/o. Late Devaian,
Oce: Advocate and State General Secretary, (CLC)
0. Sattenapally vitage, Gurjtur Dhatrict.
5 pluniammal, Wi, late Sashi Kumar, |
Resicding at Jettagirialayam, Padavesdu Posi Paolur Taluk,
Travanpamalal District | | i |
Cantoner No 218 acded as per Court order dated 13-4-2015 111 PIL) N
S .... Patitioners
AND |
The State of Andhra Pradesh, rep. by Principas Secretary, Home Department,
Secretanat, Hyterabsd. | " |
The District Superintendegnt of Police, Chittoor Distnct. L
+he Station House Officer, Chandragiri Police, Station, Chandragiri, Chitteor
Distriet | | | |
e Red Sanders Antt Smuggling Task Force (REASTF), Rep. by its officer,
Chittcor Range, AP |
The Director. Central Bureau of Investigation (CBl), New Deihl.
The S.V.R.R. Government General Hospral, Kep. by Superintengent,
Tirupathi, Chittoor District,

¢
L )

b

5) O

..... Respondents

Pettion under Article 226 of the Consiitution of India praying that in the

circumstances stated in the affidavit filed herein, the High Court may be pleased to
ssue order or orders more particuiarly one in the nature of writ of mandamus
declaring the action of the respondent in carrying out extra judicial killing of neariy
20 people in the name of encounter on 07-04-2015 at Seshachalam niil ranges near
Tirupathi, Chittoor District, as being iilegal, arbitrary and violative of Article 21 of the
Constitution of india and as also viclation of imtemational covenant on Human rights
ratified by Union of India and further direct the respondent No. 3 herein to register a

. crme Under section 302 1PC and under appropriate section of law.

The petiticn comng on for hearing, upon perusing the Petition and the affidavit
iHed herein and upon hearing the arguments of Sri V. Raghunath, Advocate for the
Petiticrier and the learned Additional Advocate General (State of AP for the
Respondents, the Court made the following

ORDER:

This matter is taken up today. A document appears to be a compiaint
dated 11.04.2015 madé by one Muniyammal, wife of one late Sashi Kumar,
aged 29 years, residing at Vettagiripalayam, Padavedu Post, Polur Taluk,
Viruvannamaiai Digtrict, 1o the Station House Qfticer, Chandragiri Police
Station, Chandragiri, Chittoor District, A.P., has been produced before usg., Of

course, tne said document is an unsigned one. A photocopy of the receipt
book has also heen produced before us and the same has been shown to the

learned Additional Advocate General for Andhra Pradesh, who, on seeing it

gpparently submitted that it could be a copy of the recaipt

| book. However, he
. submitted that he will verity the same,
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&3l be free to approach the Legal Services Commttee of this High Court

having legal aid, if she wishes. We direct the Jecretary, High CGournt Legal
Sarvices Commities that, if such an approach and request are made, he shall

engage one of the competent lawyers of this Court in this field to assist her.

On the next date of hearing the learned Additional Advocate General shali
inform us with docurnent whether a copy of the compiaint has been received
by the police concerned or not and secondly, if received, whether any action

has been taken pursuant thereto.

Matter t¢ appear on 15.04.2015 at the top of the list irrespective of other

matiers

Learned Additional Advocate General assures this Caourt that no officer
(be it police depantment or otherwise} of any leve! will divulge the resull of
investigation of the cases involving dleath of the persons in question to any
one slse except before the appropriate Court or appropriate official under law

confidentially.

According to us, this assurance 18 very timely and effective for the Court
alzo and we fael at this stage maintaming silence and non-disclosure of result
of investigation except in competent Court of law and the sugperior authority
would be great help for fair and independent investigation, which will create
confidence in the minds of people hecause ail agencies owe a duty to the

society ta discharge in a fair and objective manner.

L.earned counsel for the petitioner shall supply 2 copy of the document
i.e., compiaint made by Muniyammal to the learned Additional Advocate

General in course of today.

sd/- D.RAMESH Kmnig
ASSISTANT REGIST
3 5ES
IMTRUE COPY/ prrs ({/ :

\
For ASEISTANT REGISTRAR

1 Muniyammal, W/o, {ate Sashi Kumar, Residing at Vettagiripalayam, Padavedu
Post, Polur Taluk. Tiruvannamalai District. (By Speed Post)

2 The District Judge, Chittoor. (By Speed Post along with a copy of notice to
serve on Petitioner No.2 and return the same 10 this Court)

3 The Registrar (Judicial}, High Court of Judicalure at Hyderabad for the State of
Telangana and the 3tate of Andhra Pradesh

4 The Prircipal Secretary, Home Depariment, State of Andhra Pradesh,

Secretanat, Hyderabad.

The [hsinct Supenntendent of Police, Chittoor Disting:,

The Station Mouse Officer, Chandragir: Pofice. Station, Chandragin, Chittoor
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