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It is true that Purans live in multi ethnic villages along with
members of other castes and tribes. They also reportedly
maintain Jajmani (Patron-client) relationship with different
occupational castes of the village. Different rites and rituals
associated with birth, marriage and death in Purans are
performed with the help of Brahman as well as with their caste
priest known as Pahan. And they also avail the assistance of
different occupational castes such as Nai, Kumhar etc. during
marriage and in post death rites. Purans speak their own
dialect known as Puran Boli which is an admixture of Oriya,
Hindi and Panch Pargania (one of the regional languages ot

Jharkhand). They also speak Mundari, Hindi and
Panchparganiya.

A closer analysis suggests that many plain dwelling tribes like
Kisan, Munda, Santhal, Mahali, Bhumij etc. of eastern States

have interspersed with Hindu Castes and have close socio-
cultural interaction with the later. Still they are enjoying the

status of Scheduled Tribes with considerable change in their
cultural traits.

The above information and analysis suggest that Purans have
distinct culture having traces of some primitive traits
noticeable in their rites and rituals, custom of bride price,
existence of community priest, folk deities, traditional Political
Council, totemistic exogamous clans etc. They fulfil the criteria

laid down by the Lokur Committee for identification of a
Community as tribes

Keeping in view the facts stated above we may support the

inclusion of Puran Community in the Scheduled Tribes list of
Jharkhand.
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