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“State should adopt need-based approach
on funds allocation to tribal areas”

T. Ramakrishnan

CHENNAI: The State govern-
ment should adopt a need-
based approach on the allo-
cation of funds for tribal
areas instead of population-
based, according to Ra-
meshwar Oraon, Chairper-
son, National Commission
for  Scheduled - Tribes
(NCST).

After discussions with se-
nior officials of the govern-
ment, the NCST chief told
The Hindu that the tribal ar-
eas in the State were “very
backward”. As they required
greater funds, the allocation
on the basis of population
would not be adequate as
the tribal people accounted
for only one per cent of the
State population.

Calling upon the govern-
ment to create an exclusive
department for the welfare
of Tribesi Dr. Oraon, who is

holding the post of NCST
Chairman since October
2010, wanted the adminis-
tration to pay more, atten-
tion to issues concerning
infrastructure development
of the tribal areas.

Many States, including
Madhya Pradesh, Odisha,
Chattisgarh and Jharkhand,
had separate departments
for the STs. In Tamil Nadu,
the matter was being han-
dled by the Department for
Adi-Dravidar Welfare.

Asked about his impres-
sion of the living conditions
of the tribes in the State, Dr:
Oraon, who went to the Nil-
giris district for a first-hand
knowledge of the conditions
of the tribal groups, includ-
ing Kattunayakan, Irular,
Toda and Paniyars, said the
gap between the tribes and
the rest of society had re-
mained unchanged over the
years.

Citing the data of the
Census 2001, he said the lit-
eracy rate of the STs was
only 41.5 per cent whereas
the State average was 73.5
per cent.

Also, the STs accounted
for 25 per cent of the pop-
ulation living below the pov-
erty line (BPL) in the State.

The NCST = Chairman,
who was an officer of the
1972 batch of the Indian Po-

lice Service before getting

elected on the Congress
ticket from the Lohardaga
Parliamentary constituency
of Jharkhand in 2004, ad-
vised the State government
to go in for appeal where
those accused of having in-
dulged in violence against

the STs had been acquitted. .

. He also raised with the of-
ficials of the State govern-
ment the issue of others
grabbing lands given to the
Tribes in the Nilgiris Dis-
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trict.

Dr. Oraon, who was
Union Minister of State for
Tribal Affairs from 2008 to
2009, said the issues of fake
(ST) community certificates
in circulation and genuine
persons not getting the
community certificate were
also discussed.

'The government assured
the Commission of expedi-
tious action in such cases.

Sheela Balakrishnan,
Chief Secretary (in-charge),
led the State government’s
team of officials in the dis-
cussion with the NCST.

Later Mr. Oraon called on
Governor K. Rosaiah at Raj
Bhavan and briefed him
about the various problems
faced by Adi Dravidas in the
State. He was accompanied
by Members of the Commis-
sion K. Kamala Kumari and
B.L. Meena, a press release
stated.
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Panel Urges Govt to Form
Separate Dept for ST Welfare

Express News Service

Chennai: Rameshwar Ora-
on, chairman, National Com-
mission for Scheduled Tribes,
on Friday urged the Tamil
Nadu government to create a
separate department to pro-
tect the welfare of Scheduled
Tribes in the State.
Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Secretariat after
reviewing the implementa-
tion of the reservation policy
and developmental schemes
for welfare of STs, Oraon
said, at present, only one per
cent of reservation was being
provided to STs in education
and government employ-

ment. “The economic status
of this community could be
enhanced if the percentage of
reservation for them is hiked.
Despite many years of inde-
pendence, the standard of life
of STsisyet togo up,” he said.
The average percentage of
their education stood at 34
and of those living under the
Below Poverty Line, 25 per
cent are STs, he added.

Oraon said the commis-
sion had also brought to the
notice of the government,
complaints that non-STs
were getting community cer-
tificates as STs after making
false claims.

Oraon said the members

of the commission had vis-
ited areas like the Nilgiri
district where STs were liv-
ing in large numbers, from
June 28 onwards and held
detailed discussions with the
State government officials
on the developmental proj-
ects to be implemented for
them.

Hailing the measures en-
visaged for the uplift of STs
in the Vision 2023 Document
released by Chief Minister J
Jayalalithaa, Oraon said one
of the important issues faced
by the STs in Nilgiris district
was encroachment of lands
given to them by the
government.
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