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State told to increase ST job

quota to 6.5 per cent

BANGALGRE The National
- Commission for Scheduled
Tribes, on Friday, directed

- the State government to in-
- crease the quota of reserva-

tion in employment for

- Scheduled Tribes (STs) to
- 6.5 per cent from the pres-

~ent 3 per cent in the State.

Addressing the media, the
Commission Chairperson
Rameshwar Oraon said it 1s
mandatory for all states to fix
the quota in proportion to the
population. “Though STs con-
stitute 6.5 per cent of the total
population of Karnataka, the
quota is fixed at 3 per cent,
Karnataka is the only State in
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W Set up a separate depart-
ment for ST development.

® Set up a separate State ST
commission.

m Conduct a probe into the
use of fake caste certificate.
B Improve quality of Inves-
the country not to provide
quota to STs 1n employment
as per the population figures,”
he added.

He was speaking after re-
viewing steps taken by the
State government for the wel-
fare of STs. Besides, members
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tigation of cases booked un-
der SCs and STs (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act.

B Ensure implementation of
Mahatana Gandhi National
Rural Employment Curanatee
Scheme in tribal areas.
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of the Commission had recent-
ly visited tribal areas in Bellary
and Mysore districts to get the
first hand information on their
living condition.

Oraon further said the State
government has failed to allo-
cate adequate funds to the de-

g

velopment of tribal areas in
the annul budgets. The budg-

etary allocation should also be
in proportion to the popula-
tion. But the government has
been allocating an average of
3.86 per cent (of its plan size).
“As a result, there is a huge
gap between STs and others
in terms of development. We
have urged the State govern-
ment to allocate more money,”
he stated.

The State has not made
much progress in implement-
ing the Scheduled Tribes and
other Traditional Forest
Dwellers (Recognition of For-
est Rights) Act, 2006. The
Commission has received

complaints of forest depart-
ment officials resisting utiliza-
tion of minor forest produces
by tribals. The Chief Secretary
S V Ranganath has been di-
rected to take necessary step
in this regard, the Chairperson
said. The Commission, how-
ever, hailed the State govern-
ment for providing quality ed-
ucation and healthcare to STs
in the State.

“Performance of students at
Morarji Desai Residential
schools is very good. In fact,
the standard of education at
these schools is much better
compared to anywhere in the
country,’ Oraon satd.
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rnike o1 quota, pudget 1 keeping
with their population: commission

‘Fund allocation should be on a need-based manner, particularly for tribal groups’

Special Correspondent

BANGALORE: National Cum-
mission for Scheduled Tribes
has expressed concern over
reservation and budgetary al-
jocation for Scheduled Tribes
in Karnalaka being way lower
than the percentage ol their
population of 6.5 percent,

Speaking to presspersons
here on Friday, Commission
Chairperson Rameshwar
Oraon said that while the
tribal sub-plan allocation was
anly 3.8 per cent in Karnata-
ky, the education and jub res-
crvation celhng for
Scheduled Tribes stood at 8
per cent,

The comnussion has de-

= ‘Many tribal people say that they get only two or
three days of work a mnnth under the HGNREGA'
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manded that hoth be hiked in
keeping with the population

size to 6.5 percent. Mr. QOraon

also said  that  Karnataka
needs to make budgetary allo:

cation on a need-based mman-

ner, particularly for primitive
tribal groups.

The commission expressed
concern over the “slow pro-
gress” in implementulion of
the Forest Rights Act, 2006,
"We received complaints par-

. AT

not allew them te collect mlnor forest produce’
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ticularly in the H.D. Kote area
abuut forest officials restrict-
ing tribal people from collect-
ing minor forest produce and
selling them, which should be
rechified,” he said.

The commission had also
received  complaints  about
implementation of the Ma-
hatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act,
with many in tribal areas say-
1ing that they geOt work for no

more than two to three days
in a month. Fake casle certi-
icates and low rate of convie-
tion due to poor quality of
investigation were other ar-
eas of coneern, he added.

Mr. Oraon sald that the
members of the commission
had visited places like Bellary
and Mysore, where theyv were
satisfied with the education:l
facilities provided to tribal
children in the Morasji Desas
Residential Schools.

Speaking of health facili-
ties, Mr. Oraon satd Lhat
though there was 30 to 35 per
cent shortage of medical ex-
perts, mohile medical vans
were serving the tribal com-
munities well.
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‘Implementation of Forest Rights Act a panacea for all ills’

K. Jecvan Chinnappa

MYSORE: Chairperson of the
Nattonal  Commission  for
Scheduled Tribes Rameshwar
Oraon is displeased over the
lardy implementation of the
Scheduled Tribes and Other
Traditional Forest Dwellers
(Recogmition  of  Forest
Rights) Act, 2006, by the
State povernments.

In an exclusive interview
with The Hindu here on
‘Thursday, Mr. Oraon said the
objective of the Forest Rights
Actwas to fovilitate welfare of
the tribal people. “The rights
of tribal people should be rec-
ognised first,” he said, adding
that the nnplementation of
the Act was good in Andhra
Pradesh and Jharkhand,

He sard onty eight districts
in the State were notified un-

Rameshwar Oraon

der the Scheduled TI'ribes and
Other  Traditional  PForest
Dwellers  (Recognition  of
Forest Rights) Act, 20006. The
slow progress of its imple-
menlation n Karnataka
would be discussed at o re-
view neeting in Bangalore,

= Only

eight districts in the State notified under

the Forest Riqhts Act: Rameshwar Oraon
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. 'Centrel funds fer aII reund development nf trihal
community are being diverted’
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where the Chief Secretary
would be present.

iFunds from the Centre
meant for the all-round de-
velopment of the tribal com-
munity were being diverted.
he said. In some cases, people
had obtained fake ST certif-
icates to get the henefits. The
commissionl had  wriltten
about H to the President of
India on June 8. What the
tribal people need is guality
education and awarceness of
their rights, he said.

Mr. Oraon said no applica-
tion sceking Scheduled Tribe

status was pending before the
commission, though there
were more than 400 applica-
tions pending before the Min-
istey of Tribal Affinrs, The
State government should or-
der a survey of such groups
through the tribal research
institutes and submit them to
the Ministry of T'ribal Atfarrs,
11 would then be routed to the
Census  Comnnssioner  and
Liter referred to the Registrar
General of India. There were
lo4 applications pending
from Odisha alone. he saad.
Referring Lo the elash of the

critical tiger habitut guide-
lines under which the Forest
Department was asking tribal
people to leave the areas
marked as critical tiger hab-
itats, Mr. Oraon suid the in-
terests of the tribal people
who have inhabited the for-
ests nught to be considered
posilively. The ‘honour being
accorded to the tigers ought
to be given to the tribal peo-
ple as well.

When told about the com-
plaints of the tnbal peuple
about the wleged harassment
of the Forest Department un-
der one pretext or the other,
Mr. Oraon said, "Yes, it is
true. Tam a tribad person my-
self und I have faced harass-
ment  from  the  Forest
Department i my child-
hood.” Implementation of the
Forest Rights Act will be the

panacea for all tlis, Mr. Oraon
said. “The days are coming.”
he said 1nreply to a question
on whether there would be an
end to such developments.

(n the involvement of cer-
talnr nun-governmental orga-
nisations n the Stale In
rehabilitating tribal people
outside the forests, he said
NG:()s must confine their
rotes to limited functions 1
the torests, He also did not
favour the proposal to include
natural sites 1 Karnataka in
the UNESCO's World Hert
tage Site list. “Tribal people
should be teft to themselves,
undisturbed and unhindered
in {he forests,” he said.

k. Kamala Kumart and B.1.,
Meena, both members of the
commission, and a three-
member teaim of officials, ure
accompanying Me. OQraon.



